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1. Overview of the Character Architecture 
The Psion Dilemma is built around uncertainty: whether Jack Corral is mentally unwell, developing unusual 
perceptive abilities, being manipulated, or all three at once. The character arcs are unified by one central 
question: who gets to define Jack's reality? 

Character Arc Type Starting Position Ending Position 

Jack Corral Positive awakening / self-trust 

Traumatised, medicated and 
guarded, with limited 
confidence in his own 
perception 

Acts on moral judgement, 
survives Tensh and leaves the 
false household behind 

Amy Lee Romantic opening / unresolved 
ambiguity 

Confident artist who invites Jack 
into emotional intimacy 

Remains beside him after the 
crisis, although her wider role is 
not fully resolved 

KP Vindicated mentor / sacrifice Cryptic operative whose 
warnings appear paranoid 

Is proved correct and dies trying 
to protect Jack and Amy 

Gerrat Tensh Steadfast negative / reality 
manipulator 

Shadowy presence presented 
as both danger and possible 
protector 

Uses surveillance and 
uncertainty to control Jack, then 
dies and disappears from 
ordinary reality 

Lizzy Protective intimacy / 
compromised loyalty Jack's closest confidante 

Revealed as part of the 
surveillance structure, but 
resists physical harm to Jack 

Annette Possessive protection / 
exposure 

Forceful flatmate and 
photographer 

Exposed as the chronicler of 
Jack's life under the guise of 
protection 

Rees Comic ally / compromised 
follower 

Casual, intrusive and 
argumentative flatmate 

Revealed as knowingly aligned 
with Tensh 

Simon Detached observer / concealed 
complicity 

Analytical student who treats 
life as variables 

Exposed as another participant 
in Jack's controlled environment 

 

Nearly every important character claims to be protecting Jack. The dramatic conflict lies in whether protection 
remains morally valid when it removes privacy, information and choice. 

2. Jack Corral 
Jack carries a positive awakening arc centred on self-trust. His childhood trauma and medication have taught him 
to interpret unusual perceptions as symptoms, while the people around him repeatedly use that uncertainty to 
contain him. 

Jack's dilemma is whether he can make a moral choice when every explanation may be 
manipulated. 

• He begins as likeable and functional but still shaped by the crash that killed his parents. 
• He relies on medication to manage headaches, visions and recurring dreams. 
• He avoids intimacy by treating relationships as rapid calculations about whether someone fits into his world. 
• He values privacy but lives with flatmates who constantly observe, advise and interfere. 

External want: Protect Amy, understand KP's warnings and survive Gerrat Tensh. 

Internal need: Trust his own judgement without allowing fear, medication or other people's claims to define him. 

False belief: If an experience cannot be verified by others, it is safer to dismiss it as illness. 



THE PSION DILEMMA  |  MAIN CHARACTER ARCS 

Character Development Analysis 

1. Trauma defines the ordinary life 

The crash dream and clinical appointments establish that Jack has learned to manage rather than understand his 
condition. 

2. Amy offers emotional possibility 

Meeting Amy interrupts his guarded routine and makes intimacy feel possible rather than invasive. 

3. Instinctive heroism contradicts fragility 

Jack catches the child from the burning building, revealing courage and exceptional reaction under pressure. 

4. Medication disappears 

The strike and lost pills remove the system that has stabilised his interpretation of reality. 

5. Privacy becomes conflict 

Annette's surveillance and the flatmates' protectiveness make Jack feel treated as a condition rather than an 
adult. 

6. KP presents an impossible explanation 

Jack is told that Amy is undercover and Tensh is closing in, but the claim resembles the paranoia he has been 
trained to distrust. 

7. Love overrides strategy 

Jack cannot manipulate Amy into returning with him, choosing emotional honesty over KP's operational plan. 

8. KP's death validates the danger 

The sniper attack proves that the threat is real and transforms Jack's scepticism into urgent action. 

9. The household is exposed 

The darkroom photographs reveal that his home and friendships were built around surveillance. 

10. Decisive resistance 

Jack rejects Tensh's claim that Amy is the danger and fights him, acting without complete certainty. 

11. Reality rewrites itself 

After Tensh's death, the flatmates, darkroom and larger apartment arrangement vanish from shared reality. 

12. Forward movement 

Jack returns with Amy, collects his belongings and discards the renewed warning note. 

Arc Resolution 

Jack ends more autonomous but not fully secure. He cannot prove which memories are real, yet he no longer 
waits for someone else to authorise his next step. 

3. Amy Lee 
Amy follows a romantic-opening arc complicated by unresolved ambiguity. She invites Jack into a life beyond 
treatment, supervision and self-protective isolation. 

Amy represents closeness that is chosen rather than imposed, although the thriller 
never entirely removes suspicion from her role. 
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1. She initiates connection 

Amy has noticed Jack before and hoped they would meet. 

2. Directness builds intimacy 

She asks personal questions, invites him to lunch and later into her home. 

3. She accepts his trauma 

Jack reveals the crash and medication; Amy responds with admiration rather than pity. 

4. Jack enters her social world 

At Kafka's, she introduces him to her friends and tells him he is no longer a secret. 

5. The relationship becomes a vulnerability 

KP's claim that Amy is undercover makes Jack's feelings part of the conspiracy. 

6. She remains after the crisis 

Amy is beside Jack in hospital and returns with him to the altered apartment. 

Arc Resolution 

Amy appears genuine and supportive, but KP's allegation is never conclusively resolved. The romance therefore 
ends hopefully while preserving narrative unease. 

4. KP 
KP follows a vindicated mentor and sacrificial-warning arc. His abrupt messages initially make him resemble a 
paranoid projection. 

KP becomes credible only when it is too late for Jack to use his warning safely. 

1. Fragmented warnings 

He first appears as a voice telling Jack that Tensh is present. 

2. Impossible authority 

KP identifies himself as a government operative and claims Amy is undercover. 

3. Operational urgency 

He instructs Jack to bring Amy to the apartment and insists that delay will be fatal. 

4. Conflict with autonomy 

His forceful manner reproduces the controlling behaviour Jack experiences at home. 

5. Death proves the threat 

KP is shot moments after warning that Tensh is closing in. 

Arc Resolution 

KP dies without fully explaining the conflict. He possesses knowledge but lacks the trust and time required to 
make it useful. 
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5. Gerrat Tensh 
Tensh is a steadfast negative antagonist whose power lies in controlling interpretation. He can appear as 
murderer, protector, hallucination or hidden organiser. 

Tensh creates competing truths until Jack cannot know which danger is real. 

1. Presence without proof 

His name appears in voices and warnings before Jack sees him. 

2. Surveillance network revealed 

The flatmates and darkroom show that his control is embedded in Jack's domestic environment. 

3. Protector language 

Tensh insists that Amy is dangerous and frames control as necessary protection. 

4. Physical confrontation 

When persuasion fails, he restrains Jack and pushes the conflict toward violence. 

5. Death and erasure 

He falls from the stairwell, but afterwards the others deny knowledge of him and the apartment has changed. 

Arc Resolution 

Tensh is physically defeated but not narratively contained. The final warning note suggests that his influence, or a 
related force, remains active. 

6. Lizzy 
Lizzy has the most emotionally complex flatmate arc. She is Jack's closest confidante and often advocates for his 
privacy, yet she is ultimately part of the system observing him. 

Her care appears genuine, but concealed control makes the friendship impossible to 
trust. 

1. Everyday intimacy 

Lizzy monitors Jack's routines and becomes the person he tells about Amy. 

2. Emotional advocate 

She defends him when Annette pressures him and argues that each flatmate deserves privacy. 

3. Practical adviser 

When Jack tells her about KP, she urges decisive action. 

4. Concealed allegiance 

She is revealed inside the darkroom and tells Jack that Tensh is on their side. 

5. Moral fracture 

During the struggle, Lizzy pulls Tensh away and cries 'Not this,' establishing a boundary against physical harm. 
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Arc Resolution 

Lizzy disappears from the altered reality. Her final resistance prevents her from reading as wholly malicious, but 
the deception destroys the emotional bond. 

7. Annette, Rees and Simon 

Annette 

• Her photography and possessive concern initially appear eccentric but ordinary. 
• She follows Jack, photographs Amy and uses his medication to justify intervention. 
• The darkroom reveals years of surveillance framed as protection. 
• Her earlier apology shows partial awareness that she has crossed a boundary. 

Rees 

• Rees presents himself as casual, crude and loyal. 
• His jokes normalise intrusion into Jack's romantic life. 
• He openly directs Jack toward Mister Tensh, revealing conscious complicity. 

Simon 

• Simon interprets life through probability, statistics and detachment. 
• His manner makes emotional distance appear like personality rather than concealment. 
• During the reveal, he invokes Amy as leverage, showing that his calculations serve control. 

Shared Resolution 

The three move from comic found-family figures to evidence that Jack's home has been curated around him. Their 
disappearance suggests constructs, agents within an altered reality or people erased by Tensh's collapse. 

8. Supporting Character Arcs and Functions 

Dr Angela Hayward 

Provides the clinical language through which Jack understands himself. Her phrase 'Psion Dilemma' names the 
conflict between rapid perception and emotional choice. 

Brendan Clements 

Begins as an intrusive reporter seeking a marketable hero story, but his persistence becomes valuable when he 
finds Jack and calls the ambulance. 

Peter Hill 

Represents Jack's ordinary professional friendship and a stable world outside the apartment conspiracy. 

The hospital doctor 

Restores a conventional medical explanation at the ending just as the supernatural evidence becomes hardest to 
verify. 

Amy's friends 

Establish that Amy has an independent social world and make Jack's growing inclusion visible. 
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The flatmate group 

Collectively function as a false family: affectionate enough to be trusted and coordinated enough to become 
frightening once exposed. 

9. Interlocking Relationship Arcs 
Relationship Beginning Ending 

Jack / Amy Tentative attraction between guarded 
museum worker and confident artist. 

Emotional partnership surviving the 
crisis, with ambiguity around her identity. 

Jack / Lizzy Closest friendship within the flatshare. 
Trust destroyed by surveillance, 
complicated by her attempt to stop 
violence. 

Jack / flatmates Chaotic but affectionate found family. Exposed control structure that 
disappears after Tensh's death. 

Jack / KP Sceptical civilian and implausible 
warning figure. 

Vindicated protector whose death 
compels action. 

Jack / Tensh Unseen threat filtered through dreams 
and warnings. 

Direct struggle over whether Jack will 
surrender judgement to another person's 
reality. 

Jack / medication Necessary protection from trauma and 
symptoms. 

Ambiguous instrument that may stabilise 
him, suppress perception or both. 

10. Overall Evaluation 
The strongest character design comes from making every relationship answer the same question differently: who 
gets to decide what Jack's reality means? 

• Jack begins by accepting external definitions of his condition and ends by making a moral decision without 
certainty. 

• Amy opens the possibility of reciprocal intimacy rather than supervisory care. 
• KP possesses truth but cannot communicate it in a form Jack can safely trust. 
• Tensh transforms protection into ownership and uncertainty into control. 
• Lizzy, Annette, Rees and Simon make the betrayal disturbing because their affection often appears real. 
• The altered apartment prevents the climax from becoming a simple victory over a visible villain. 
• The final note preserves a continuing threat, while Jack's act of discarding it demonstrates resistance. 

Arc Classification Summary 

Character Arc Classification Essential Movement 

Jack Corral Positive awakening / self-trust 
Medicated self-doubt -> decisive 
resistance and independent forward 
movement 

Amy Lee Romantic opening / ambiguity 
Desired stranger -> emotionally present 
partner whose wider role remains 
unresolved 

KP Vindicated mentor / sacrifice Implausible warning figure -> murdered 
protector proven correct 

Gerrat Tensh Steadfast negative Unseen manipulator -> exposed 
controller whose death alters reality 

Lizzy Protective intimacy / compromised 
loyalty 

Closest confidante -> revealed operative 
with a late moral boundary 
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Annette Possessive protection / exposure Intrusive photographer -> chronicler and 
controller of Jack's life 

Rees Comic ally / complicity Casual friend -> knowing follower of 
Tensh 

Simon Detached observer / complicity Analytical flatmate -> concealed 
participant in coercive surveillance 

 

The ending leaves Jack with the central dilemma intact but changes his response to it. He cannot prove which 
memories are real, yet he no longer waits for someone else to define his next step. 

Source: Analysis based on THE PSION DILEMMA, screenplay draft dated 21 July 2026. 


